CHAPTER IV

THE GATHERING STORM

The King's matrimonial affairs - Wolsey's part in them-he
endeavours to arrange an annulment - his rivalry with
Anne Boleyn - failure in the Court-the King's anger -
Wolsey and Campeggio - Wolsey's final disgrace.

IT is generally assumed that Henry divorced
Catherine of Aragon, his wife, and that this
divorce brought about Wolsey's downfall; but
while, undoubtedly, the King's matrimonial com-
plications brought the Cardinal to his doom, the
question at state was not one of divorce* This
would have been as impossible in the Catholic
Church then as it is now, divorce being a deliber-
ate negation of its canons, and a logical impossi-
bility in the light of them ; and it was a nullity
suit that the English King sought to bring against
his Spanish wife. For this reason it is necessary
to digress for a few moments, and see wherein lay
the claims for this action, and what was its cause.
For Henry had been happily married to Catherine
for twenty years before he raised this question of
nullity; but he had not been faithful to her.
Some years before he had realised his wife's pre-
mature elderliness, had discharged her from his
bed and taken to himself a mistress ; and, by the
time he launched this project against her, he had